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the Puisarian Aly Force

Due o ruthless discharges and purges of the officer corps the
fighting qualities of the Bulgerian Air Force were low in February 1949.

The bombrr units and the School for Bomber snd Blind-Flying Pilots were
particulzrly hit by these nsasures. The aircraft availcble at this school
were insdequate for the tralning of medern bomber pilots, ard the sane
epplies tn “he remaining tnsiruction personnel. ALl the spec alists had
been discharged. No Bulgerian pilo% hes acquired the blimd=flying certl=
ficate s nre 9 Septeunber 1944, HNost of the flight instrunsnts WOre une
gorvicoable.

vht_ Tadon baward the Bulourian Alr FPorca

So fur, *he Sov'et Union has not shown e pronounced interest in the traim=
ing of Rulgariar iir Force units, Technical maruals or magazines weres not
pleced 2t the disposal of the Bulgarians. In 1946, the Sovists refused %o
samit the selscted Bulgerien ilr Force officers to a course of the Sovieb
General Sta?f icademy. The Bulgarian Air Force of ficers returned from the
Soviet Union heve so far not shown any woderstanding for an improvement
of the methods of training end of the fighting qualities of the adr forco
vnits,
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Fifty-Cive officers and pilois have been discharged from the Bulgarian

Adr Forcse s nce NMay 1948, Those discherged $ncluded the former GO of the
fighter divisions, Ly Col Krestin ATANAZCFF, the CO of the bomber divie

gion, Lt Col Boris POPCFF, and a large mamber of sguadron leaders of the

tomber and ground atback unlis. After the purges most of the rema’nin: o.ficers
ware promoted former 0z who were not cepable of their new ass mnont and
whose tschnical and practicel lmowledge was ipsdequate, For instance,

the GO of the 26th Fir Regt in KARLOVO (B 2/A 55), lst Lt Nedyu ATSLANOY

was & “orwer 10O, who in 1945 graduated from an Semonth gourse at the

reserve o°flcer School and was then promoted to second lieutenant. On the
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octher hand, <h- ooz fight » pilos Hej STWALW wag transforred 4o the
» - 2

flg of thc ..'» Uowen ginve he 43d net enjoy the confidenes of 0 now roring,
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’)nly wee P10 caanral gbalf o'fieers were _ﬂ_p"?,’ i.¢, Col Fetko ;‘:0:.}EAA.A£
Chief of  tsff »f tho aiv Fovece, and ilsj Christo FRISHUT, Chis? of o

Operatiens “eowm:-twmt, lse It STANNGY and 1ot Lt Pasho ILILN graducton
frog the < "IL Gororel Staff “fficers Academy in lote 1048, Cuapt Goicuo

DIKITROV Lad attooded She Gonoral Staff Officers Ace Jdomy in the soviet nfon,

In Febrour: ‘l,!ﬁ o wag essigacd o the Hg of the Bulsapian .iir Fopos.

g, MO Corps

The status -7 two’ nin'-f of tho NGO corps was bed. .aony discharges had alie
Been c”ecw'er‘ boro Zor politieal roasons. Due to the low pay end! poor ocos
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For lac of ﬂ'yrfn rahle inforration the individusl dasa of this repox't can=
1o on

~d, lowewoz, the inforration secnms cradihle the whole,
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2dditionsl number of M0z hed volunt vily 1left the ois

inee

she Dulgarian Gde Foreo by the Sov -t Union o in &uca"ﬁ;mco




